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LET US PRAY 


All who read these words will know what we 
mean when we say that the situation in China to-day 
is one of intense gravity. With this in mind we would 
help each other to remember the privilege, the relief, 
the power there is in prayer. They that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their own strength, bring new 
faith and hope to others and cooperate with God 
Himself in influencing the minds of men and so chang- 
ing the course of events. Let us therefore be more 
faithful in our daily conversation with God. 


Lord, Teach Us to Pray 


O. Thou that hearest prayer, to Thee shall all 
flesh come. No secret sigh of discontent escapes Thy 
listening ear. We come to Thee who already knowest 
us altogether, all the joys and troubles of our life. 
Forgive the poverty, the pettiness, the childish folly 
of our prayers. Listen not to our words only but to 
the groanings that cannot be uttered; hearken, not to 
our petitions only but to the crying of our need. 
Sweep away all our doubts and hesitations, our fears 
and weakness, and fill us with Thy free and mighty 
Spirit. 


For the Gift of the Spirit 


O. Spirit of the Living God, breathe upon us Thy 
gracious power. Come to us as long ago upon the 
deep. Disturb our sleep, our pride, our apathy, and 
may those of us who have never before been con- 
scious of our need, suddenly find ourselves hungering 
for Thee. Come upon us like a flame of fire. Cleanse 
us from moral pollution and from mental darkness. 


Search deep within, that to the core of self we may 
be clean. 


Come to us as Thou camest to Jesus, constraining 
as a mother’s love, giving us a new gentleness and 


grace, making ut lor;; for fellowship with all mankind, 


willing to bear the sins of the race. 


Come to us as a rushing mighty wind, scattering 
the mists of our doubt, stirring our spirits to health 


and action, sweeping aside the fears that have held 
us in captivity. 


Come, Holy Spirit, Come 
For Courage and Endurance 


O Father, who hast ordained that we be set within 
a scheme of circumstance, and that in stern conflict 
we should find our strength and triumph over all; 
withhold not from us the courage by which alone we 
can conquer. Still our tongues of their weak com- 
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plainings, steel our hea lier se and in 


joyfully accepting the con 2 Sur earthly 


pilgrimage may we come to possess our souls and 
achieve our purposed destiny, 


Grant by Thy grace that we may not be found 
wanting in the hour of crisis. When the battle is 
set, may we know on which side we ought to be, and 
when the day goes hard, cowards steal from the field 
and heroes fall around the standard, may our place 
be found where the fight is fiercest. If we faint, may 


we not be faithless; if we fall, may it be while facing 
the foe. 


For Peace 


Jesus said, 
Blessed are the peace-makers 
For they shall be called the children of God. 


Almighty God, from Whom all thoughts of truth 
and peace proceed; kindle, we pray Thee, in the hearts 
of all men the true love of peace, and guide with 
Thy pure and peaceable wisdom those who take counsel 
for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility Thy 
kingdom may grow till the earth is filled with the 
knowledge of Thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


For the Leaders of this Nation 


That mutual understanding and unity, courage 
and self-control may be given to them. 


That they may receive divine wisdom and guidance 
in the making of every decision. 


For the Leaders of our Churches and Christian 
Organisations 


That living close to God they may have power to 
speak His word to meet our need, and bear about 
with them the infection of a good courage. 


For the NCC 


That all its members and responsible officers, 
whether traveling abroad (Dr. Wu Yi-fang and Dr. 
C. S. Miao) or at work in China, may be creators of 
fellowship and effective agents of cooperation. 


For Christian Folk in Other Lands 


That the followers of Christ in Japan, America, 


Britain, Italy, Abyssinia, India and other countries 
may surrender all self will and pride, yielding their 
lives to the fuller guidance of God’s Holy Spirit. 


For the Grace of Ged 


Lord, Who knowest all things, and lovest all men 


better than Thou knowest, Thine is might and wisdom 


and love to save us. 
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As our fathers called unto Thee, and were holpen, 
and were led along the ways Thou seest good; so, in 
all time of need, from all evil, the evil of our time 
and of our hearts,. deliver us, good Lord. 


From all perplexity of mind; from loneliness of 
thought, and discontented brooding; from wondering 
what Thou wouldst have us do, deliver us, Lord. 
Especially from whatever sin besets us, save and 
deliver us with might, O Lord. 


From all bereavement, sorrow,\and desertion; 
from all things that separate us from‘each other and 
from our God; from all evils we have prayed against, 
and from all we have not thought of, deliver, O Lord, 
Thy servants, whose hope is in Thy goodness for ever. 


THE NCC AT WORK 
Impressions by one of the Staff) 


Many are familiar with the name of the National 
Christian Council. They come across traces of its 
operations here and there, but it might be possible 
to give some insight into its inner working by a run- 
ning account of a recent meeting of the Executive 
Committee which took place here in Shanghai, on April 
29, 30 and March Ist. 


The Community Church is in the suburbs of this 
city. Meetings in the Missions Building are all very 
well, but it is hard to secure continuous attendance 
and concentration on the business to be done when 
secretaries are too near to their offices. That is why 
we went to this quieter spot. We assembled each 
morning, worked through to lunch time, had a common 


meal together and resumed for an afternoon of work 


until 5 o'clock. 


Out of thirty possible members of the Committee 
drawn from many denomihations and Christian institu- 
tions and from all parts of China, nineteen were 
actually present. Out of the eleven who were not 
there, three were missionaries on furlough and the 
others had good reasons that prevented them from 
being present. It may be of interest to note the com- 
position of the Committee, which is nineteen Chinese, 


seven Americans and four British. Here is the list of 
the members: 


Members present: Miss Yi-fang Wu (Chairman), 
Herman C. E. Liu and Alexander Baxter (Vice-chairmen), 
E. E. Barnett, T. C. Bau, C. V. Cheng, Y. C. Eoyang, 
L. C. Hylbert. A. R. Kepler. Carleton Lacy, Handel Lee, 
J. V. Lee, T. T. Lew, Shen Wen- ching. 8. D. Sturton, Miss 
S. C. Ting, V. Y. Tsu, R. C. Wells, F. C. Ven. 


Members absent: E. H. Ballou, Robin T. S. Chen, W. 
V. Chen, A. A. Conibear (furlough) John Curtis (furlough), 


John Gowdy (furlough), C. K. Lee, S. C. Leung, Y. S. Tom, 
A. T. L. Tsen, V. C. Yang. 


Secretaries present: T. C. Bau, C. L. Boynton, L. D. 


Cio, E. H. Cressy, E H. Hume, Miss T. C. Kuan, C. S. Miao, 
R. D. Rees, L. H. Roots. 5 


It would probably be difficult to find a more rep- 
resentative or a more capable group of men than 
those whose names appear in these lists representing, 
as they do, the main stream of the life of the Christian 


churches in this country. But we ought to have more 
women. 


No one need be too alarmed at the number of 
secretaries on the list. For Bishop Roots is an 
Honorary Secretary, while Mr. Cressy and Dr. Hume 
are being regarded as secretaries of the NCC by a 
kind of “gentleman’s agreement” since we began to 
integrate more closely our national organizations by 
asking the Educational Association and the Council 
on Medical Missions to act as commissions of the 
NCC. Further, Dr. T. V. Bau is giving less than half 
his time at present to the Commission on the Life 
and Work of the Churches and is not a paid secretary 
of the Council. For the rest, we do not find that the 


‘staff have time hanging heavily upon their hands. 


Our new General Secretary, Dr. W. Y. Chen, does not 
take up office until July 1. 


The Chairman of the Council is Dr. Wu Yi-fang. 
She, as all our readers know, is president of Ginling 
College and as capable a presiding officer as it would 
be possible to find. She was present for one day of 
the committee and the other two days the task of 
presiding was shared between the two vice-chairmen, 
Dr. Herman Liu, President of Shanghai University, 
and Rev. Alexander Baxter, China Secretary of the 
London Missionary Society. 


Now let us pick out five or six of the major topics 
that were dealt with in this meeting, beginning with 
our relations with other churches throughout the world 
and finishing with the national situation in which the 
Chinese churches have to live and work. 


1. The IMC Meeting 


The meeting of the International Missionary 
Council at Jerusalem in 1928 was a big event in the 
Christian world. After an interval of ten years it is 
planned to hold another meeting of the General 
Council of the IMC in the Far East. The hope is 
to bring together 400 delegates from all over the world. 
The first proposal was to hold the Conference in Kow- 
loon. However, we decided to ask the IMC to recon- 
sider this question because there would be grave 
difficulties about holding the meeting in Kowloon and 
it was thought that if the conference is to be held 
in China, as we still believe it should, its purposes 
would be better served by holding it elsewhere in 
China. Some counter proposals have been made and 
entrusted to the two Chinese delegates Dr. Wu Ti-fang 
and Dr. C. S. Miao who have been asked to be present 
at the Ad Interim Committee of the IMC in London 
which has just been held from June 4-9. (On June 13 
newspapers published a cablegram from London 
announcing that the place of meeting had been changed 
to Hangchow, in Chekiang). 


Some thought was given to other aspects of prep- 
aration which we should need to undertake if this 
conference in 1938 is going to be really useful. The 
lines of preparation for the corporate thought and 
discussion of the conference have been suggested by 
the IMC itself under five headings: 


a) The faith by which the churches live; 

b) The witness of the Church to its faith; 

c) The inner life and strength of the Church; 
d) The Church’s relation to its environment; 
e) Cooperation and unity. 
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It will be seen that these subjects are all vital to 


us and to the work that is being carried on in this 
country. 


As to the value that the conference may have 
for the churches in China, one of the Chinese members 
of the Committee made four points: It would help 
to bring a real consciousness of a great Christian 
movement; it would crystallize the thinking of the 
Chinese people about the Christian faith, for the pos- 
sibility of an anti-Christian movement has not quite 
disappeared; it would give the National Christian 
Council an opportunity for increased service and 
leadership; and it might have some real influence upon 
the international situation in the Far East. 


II. Christian Education 


During the first afternoon of the committee there 
was a joint session with the Commission on Christian 
Education, that is to say, with the Executive Com- 
mittee of the China Christian Educational Association. 
This illustrates how the work of Christian education 
is being integrated with the work of the churches 
with which the Council is concerned. A good deal 
of time was given in this session to work in Christian 
middle schools. Recently there have been teams 
visiting schools in Fukien, East China and North 
China, aiming principally at contact with the prin- 
cipals and teachers of these schools to consider with 
them the meaning of Christian education and how to 
carry it on more effectively. About sixty Christian 
schools have been visited in this way during the winter 
and C. C. Djao, C. S. Miao and Ronald Rees made 
reports about this visitation. The existence of regional 
educational associations in these three areas, each 
with a secretary, has made this effort possible. In 
this way the work is decentralized and the local 
secretary and committee can prepare the way for such 
visits and follow them up. Here we have one illustra- 
tion of how cooperative work is being based upon the 
regional principle in a given area. In the National 
Christian Council we are attempting to combine that 
regional principle with the national principle by which 
the big national churches and Christian organizations 
are represented as such upon the Council. A com- 
bination of the two principles is likely to produce 
the happiest results. 


Mr. Cressy reported that the Christian colleges 
had a good meeting at the Council of Higher Educa- 
tion in January last and that out of this meeting there 
has arisen a desire to strengthen the Christian work 
of the colleges. A special committee appointed for 
that purpose has already begun its work. Mr. Cressy 
also announced the appointment of a new Chinese 
General Secretary for the Christian Educational 
Association, namely, Dr. Y. T. Hoh of Canton, who will 
bring fine gifts to the work of Christian education 
by his training at Columbia University and consider- 
able experience in the actual administration of schools 
as principal first of Lingnan Middle School and later 
of True Light Middle School. 


III. Medical Work 


Dr. Edward Hume was present at this meeting 
to lead our thought about relationships between the 
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medical work and the work of the churches. During 
this last year he has travelled widely in twelve pro- 
vinces and has visited 150 hospitals as the _ repre- 
sentative of the China Council on Medical Missions 
and as a liaison officer for the Government Health 
Administration (Wei Sheng Shu). A good discussion 
took place on the basis of a statement which Dr. Hume 
had prepared showing the need for strengthening the 
relationships between the churches and the hospitals 
in carrying out a common Christian policy. A resolu- 
tion was prepared at the close of the discussion 
calling for further efforts and asking the medical 
group on the one hand and the church group on the 
other to think more deeply into what can be done to 
link on the Christian forces of medicine to the total 
work and program of the Church. The resolution also 
asks that this subject be included in the program of 
the IMC meeting of 1938. Both the statement and 
the resolution here referred to are printed elsewhere 
in this bulletin. 


IV. The Commission on the Life and Work of the 


Churches 


This new department of the NCC was created a 
year ago at the biennial meeting in May 1935 but has 
got into its stride only slowly because of the difficul- 
ties in securing a secretary. Now Dr. T. C. Bau has 
accepted the invitation to give part time as Honorary 
Secretary to this work. Dr. Bau reported that a letter 
had been sent to the churches and missions about the 
Five Year Movement, the response to which had been 
very encouraging, showing that a number of them are 
continuing to push the work with real interest or in 
some cases taking up the Five Year Movement for 
the first time. This Commission is also undertaking 
the arrangements for the visit of Dr. Stanley Jones 
who has consented to come to China from August 
1937 to February 1938. The preparations for this 
visit of Dr. Jones are now being made and those who 
desire to have his services should make their wants 
known without any further delay. 


V. Training for Service 


During last winter, following the Kuling Confer- 
ence with Dr. Weigle in July 1935, efforts have been 
made to follow up the proposals made in the report 
which came out of that conference. These efforts 
have taken two directions: 


a) A school for ministers and church workers 
has been arranged to take place at Kuling, July 1-15 
this year. The numbers will be limited to about a 
hundred and a good staff of teachers have consented 
to give their help. This is not the only school for 
ministers in service that is being carried on in China. 
A good many are being arranged, but this central 
school is a new effort at cooperation in work of high 
quality which will continue the training of the 
theological seminaries for men and women who have 
already been out in service for some years. 


b) The NCCRE has been entrusted with a 
national movement to coordinate the work of lay 
training. Most of the churches are already engaged 
in this work but an effort is being made to introduce 
some common standards and requirements so that the 
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whole quality of the work done may be raised. The 
present practice is very haphazard. There are not 
many books prepared for the kind of a short term 
course which needs to be given. What we have to 
do is get workers together in certain places to work 
out suitable courses, if possible in connection with 
the actual teaching work that they are doing. The 
kind of courses needed are listed in the second of the 
two bulletins that have been put out by the NCCRE. 
In certain regions in China small groups of workers 
are coming together to form a regional committee to 
push forward this work of preparation of courses and 
to develop in more thorough ways systematic training 
within the organizations that they represent. This 
has already been accomplished in Peiping where both 
city and regional committees have been formed, and 
Dr. S. H. Leger has been visiting other regions to 
confer with those who desire to take this whole busi- 
ness of lay training more seriously. 


VI. Church Property 

This question has come to the forefront recently. 
In Chekiang Dr. T. C. Bau has been concerned with 
situations that have arisen and he was asked to make 
a report to the Committee. He said that leases used 
to be perpetual but now the Provincial Government 
in Chekiang wished to limit the term of years very 
definitely. The question of a land tax had arisen. 
Government institutions are free of taxes, but property 
owned by missionary societies has to pay the tax in 
full. For instance, one school had an increase in 
taxes they were asked to pay from $25 to $700, the 
new rate being $8 per mille. Private schools and in- 
stitutions under Chinese control can have a reduction 
of 50°. Where the title deeds of property are trans- 
ferred from the mission to the school board, they will 
be entitled to that reduction. Church and mission 
administrators are naturally asking what should be 
our policy. Should missions turn over their school 


and hospital properties, in such a way as to entitle 


them to this reduction? Is it possible to organize a 


central property-holding board for certain institutions? 


Should the churches themselves become holding bodies, 
and what would be the conditions under which this 
could be done? In view of these important questions 
a committee was appointed composed of Dr. L. C. 
Hylbert, Dr C. L. Hsia, Dr. John Y. Lee, Dr. R. Y. Lo 
and Rev. W. P. Mills, with power to coopt, to devise 
a plan of action and to secure such assistance as may 
be necessary for investigation into these and similar 
questions. 


VII. Some Other Matters 


In every meeting of this kind there are a variety 
of small questions of organization or policy or matters 
of interest to be reported. At this meeting the new 
“union hymn book (Hymns of Universal Praise) was 
commended to the churches for the fullest possible 
use and a suggestion made that a singing team might 
be organized and sent out to inform and rouse the 
churches to the appreciation of the beauty of hymns 
and tunes made available in this book. 


In regard to the membership of the Committee, 
one or two changes were made owing to the fact that 


three members are going on furlough, namely, Messrs. 
Conibear, Wells and Barnett. In their places Rev. D. 
Howard Smith, Dr. E. E. Walline and Rev. Z. K. Zia 


were appointed as members of the Executive. A 


document was also presented defining more closely 
the duties and responsibilities of representatives 
appointed to serve on the NCC and this is to be pub- 
lished and distributed in due course. 


VIII. The National Situation 


This matter has been left to the end but it was 
the background of all our work and we had a serious 
discussion on the subject at one session of the Com- 
mittee. Dr. Herman Liu, who was in the Chair at 
that session, opened the discussion by asking whether 
in the midst of these critical events there is a message 
on which we as Christians can agree. He suggested 
three points: 1) It is the will of our Heavenly Father 
that there should be international peace and justice; 
2) The Church stands for spiritual regeneration, 
pointing out not only our national sins but .our 
national hope; can we have a national spiritual recon- 
struction movement for China? 3) A vitalized program 
is needed that will be related to the life of the people. 
Every church should be a spiritual center. Now is 
the time for a strong national evangelistic campaign 
making the Church a missionary church. 


It was in the minds of many that there may be an 
outbreak of hostilities and that though everybody 
loathes the thought of such a thing, it is better to 
think ahead rather than to be taken completely by 
surprise. In the forthcoming issue of the Educational 
Quarterly thirty or forty educators have written short 
expressions of opinion about the situation and it was 
reported that one note runs through all they have to 
say, that we must be ready to meet a war situation if 
it comes. Therefore we asked ourselves in all serious- 
ness what was the contribution that the churches have 
to make in such a situation. In the discussion the 
answer that one gave was that it was our first duty 
to pray for peace daily. Others emphasized the need 
for a changing of individual lives, including a change 
of attitude towards war. Another spoke of the con- 
tribution that can be made by Red Cross work, by 
doing duty as chaplains in the army, by helping re- 
fugees, by fighting disease and generally helping to 
keep down the spirit of hatred. Another speaker em- 
phasized the importance of trying to understand the 
issues which are behind the forces making for peace 
or war. He reported that the program of one summer 
conference has been adjusted so as to try to give those 
who come some help in understanding these issues. 


It was pointed out that these suggestions for the 
most part deal either with the long range policy of 
the Church or with what might be called ambulance 
work. It is very much harder to make any immediate 
contribution constructively to prevent war or make 
peace. Has the Church or have Christians any power 
to make any practical difference during the next six 
months? The challenge of that question was not easy 
to answer and it is, presumably, the question which 
many are asking at this time in whatever part of the 
world they live. 
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One action was taken after hearing reports of how 
small groups of Christians in this country were in 
touch with others both here and across the sea, in the 
effort to exchange reliable information and to help one 
another to think out how to meet difficulties that may 
arise and what should be the policy that would come 
most near to being Christian. The Executive appointed 
a committee on Christian’ citizenship composed of 
members who live in Shanghai, and asked them to 
keep in touch with members of the committee and 
other friends who live in other parts of China. This 
Shanghai committee is composed as follows: Dr. 
Herman Liu, Dr. C. L. Hsia, Mr. S. C. Leung, Miss 
S. C. Ting, Dr. F. C. Yen, Pastor Yu En-ssu and 
Mr. S. U. Zau, with Mr. L. D. Cio as secretary. The 
function of this committee was described as follows: 
“To serve as a central group, whose duty it shall be 
to promote prayer and study with reference to the 
national situation and to make preparations for such 
emergency service as may be required in case of need, 
and to devise ways and means for the organization by 
members of the Executive Committee resident outside 
of Shanghai and of similar groups in other centres 
which may cooperate in these matters with a view to 
securing common action where desirable; That this 
Committee be instructed that any public pronounce- 
ments in the name of the NCC must receive the pre- 
vious approval of the Executive Committee.” : 


It is hoped that this somewhat rough and un- 
polished account of our meeting may serve to show 
what are some of the issues with which the National 
Christian Council of China is dealing, issues that are 
really vital to the future of the Church and of the 
Christian movement in this country. And one thing 
should be added, that it was not purely a business 
meeting. The spirit of prayer and fellowship and keen 
interest in the cooperative work for which the Council 


stands was at a very high level. To this, Bishop Logan 


Roots made a big contribution by the devotional periods 
which he led each morning of the Committee. The 
presence of God was felt to be very Feal in our midst. 


STRENGTHENING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
HOSPITIAL AND CHURCH 


The following Statement of the Situation and Sug- 
gestions for the future were presented by Dr. Edward Hume 
to the Executive Committee of the NCC for discussion at its 
meeting on April 29-May 1 


I. The Aim 


To bring the entire Christian medical enterprise, 
including Hospital and Dispensary, Medical School and 
School of Nursing into such intimate relationship with 
the Church that both shall work together as completely 
coordinated channels of the Christian ministry. 


II. Some Reasons for the Lack of Full Cooperation 
1. Lack of Mutual Understanding 


The Church has begun to understand the problems 
of the Christian School, but understands the problems 
of the Christian medical work far less well. 

As a result, it is too often true that— 


(a) The Church thinks of the Hospital as a finan- 
cially profitable institution, and its members ask for 
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free treatment, grants are asked for church enter- 
prises, etc. 


(b) Church members consider the Hospital an 
avenue to higher salary, a way to power in the com- 
munity, or an agency whose control will bring some 
other sort of personal advantage. 


(c) The Church and the Hospital think of each 
other as organized institutions instead of as vital, 
outreaching organisms. 

(d) The Church tests the work of the Hospital by 
results in terms of added church membership instead 
of primarily as an expression of God’s love, existing 
to meet human need, a living avenue through which 
the Church may work. 

2. Preoccupation 


(a) Both Church and Hospital are so busy with 
their particular forms of work that they fail to take 
time to discover each other. Each is in danger of 
going its own way. 

(b) Projects are not provided which will attach 
the one to the other, and make each conscious of its 
need of the other. 


(c) Too few from each body serve in relationship 


to the other; the pastor to the Hospital administration, 
and the Superintendent to the work of the Church. 


3 Aspects of Administrative Control 


(a) Some believe the missionary has remained in 
control too long. 
(b) Some are asseyting nationalistic independence 


and demand that responsible positions be lodged in 
their hands. 


(c) Once the tradition is established that a. 
Aiocesan council, or a district conference, holds control, 
it becomes difficult for professional workers to suggest 
or carry out any program of advance. 


(d) Change is opposed by older, more conservative, 
workers in either Hospital or Church. — 


III. Some Ways of Strengthening the Relationship 


1. Through Mutual Knowledge 

Church members and medica! staffs must come to 
know each other better and discover the complete one- 
ness of purpose impelling them. 
2. Through Working Together 


(a) In common projects, such as the emergencies 
of flood, epidemics, etc. 


(b) In undertaking school or rural projects to- 
gether and in thinking together about social regenera- 
tion. 

(c) In membership on the various boards of 
religious and secular agencies. 


3. Through Increased Education. 


(a) Church members must be taught what the 
nature of the Hospital’s work is; what it needs in the 
way of trained trustees, professionally skilled workers, 
material supplies, etc. 


(b) Hospital staffs must be taught the meaning 
of the Church’s service as the religious centre of the 


community. 
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4. Through Spiritualizing the Whole Enterprise 


In proportion as Church and Hospital conceive of 
their task as primarily spiritual, rather than organiza- 


tional or physical, they become brought into a unity of 


understanding and effort. 


RESOLUTION ON MEDICAL WORK 


The following Resolution was drawn up after the 
discussion of the memorandum printed above, and em- 
bodies the policy of the Committee. 


Resolved, that the Executive Committee approves 
the statement “Strengthening the Relationship Between 
Hospital and Church” as an introduction to this sub- 
ject. 

I. We believe a fuller statement is needed both 
in the matter of practical suggestions for strengthen- 
ing the relationship between Hospital and Church and 
in considering more fully the relationship of the Chris- 
tian hospital to the community. 

II. We therefore request: 


1. The Council on Medical Missions to continue 
its inquiries in this important field, serving, with the 
addition of coopted members if it deems wise, as one 
of the Study Committees preparing for the 1938 con- 
ference. 


2. The Council and Conferences of the various 
Christian Churches to take this matter under active 
consideration. 


3. That these several groups find ways to bring 
their findings together for common consideration. 


III. We unite our voice with that of the medical 
missionary groups in urging the Ad Interim Committee 
of the IMC meeting in London in June 1936, to con- 
sider the ministry of health and healing as an integral 
and essential part of the total task of the Church; and 
to give it, therefore, an appropriate place in the pro- 
gram of the 1938 Conference which is to centre its 
thought on that total task. We believe that the 1938 
Conference, by thus including the ministry of healing 
in its program, will be able to consider and to outline 
ways in which the Ministry may have a more vital 
share in the Church's work, and may aid in the estab- 
lishment of an agency or agencies which may cooperate 
with the Church in mission fields in making Christian 
medicine a more vital force in its world enterprise. 


CONFERENCE ON CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 
May 11-15, 1936. 


In November 1935 a preliminary conference on 
Christian literature was held to explore the possibilities 
of further cooperation. The impulse for this meeting 
was partly due to the visit of Mr. Kenneth Maclennan, 
Secretary of the Conference of British Missionary 
Societies in London. In his report he had suggested 


the desirability of such a conference whose objective 
would be three-fold: 


(a) To get full information with regard to the 
literature program of each society; 


(b) To pool that information in order to see what 
literature gaps there are, and which are the most 


obvious needs not at present met, or which are inade- 
quately met; 


(e) To plan a comprehensive co-ordinated litera- 
ture program for China for a period of years, and 
get the various societies to undertake responsibility for 
specific blocks of that program. 


At that preliminary conference a number of litera- 
ture societies met and brought reports of their pro- 
grams which were put together and formed the basis 
of discussion. This material has since been printed 
in The China Bookman, February to May 1936 issues. 


The China Bookman has, at the suggestion of the Con- . 


ference, become a monthly magazine and is beginning 
to serve as the accredited organ for much of this 
cooperative work. In addition a number of advisors 
were appointed to give specialist help in certain fields 
of literature and some of them had produced valuable 
reports. The minutes of the November Conference 
were printed in The China Bookman for February 1936. 


But several big questions were left virtually un- 
touched, such as planning a comprehensive program, 
the distribution of literature and the more effective 
enlistment of writers. It was these three big ques- 
tions which the Conference in May was convened to 
discuss. 


The invitations were sent out as widely as pos- 
sible to all agencies who were likely to be interested, 
to all sixteen. members of the Christian Publishers 
Association and to eight others. Some were unable 
to be represented but sent a friendly message. Those 
that were present made a total of fifteen agencies that 
are concerned in some way with the production of 
Christian literature. Representatives came from the 
Canadian Mission Press in Chengtu, from the Religious 
Tract Society and the Lutheran Board of Publications 
in Hankow to join with those whose headquarters are 
in Shanghai. In addition to the fifteen agencies, two 
theological seminaries sent their representativs, Dr. 
T. C. Chao from Yenching and Dr. Andrew Cheng from 
Nanking. Added to these, certain persons were invited 
for the sake of the contribution which it was known 
they would be able to make, among whom were Dr. 
P. C. Hsu of Lichwan and Rev. A. H. Van Etten of 
Linchow, Kwangtung. An appropriation to help in 
travel was generously contributed by the China Council 
of the Presbyterian Mission. 


The Conference lasted four days. During the first 
three days the work was done by sectional groups which 
dealt with each of the three main topics of the Con- 
ference one by one. Reports were made on the fourth 
day to the full conference. Dr. John Y. Lee presided 
at this full meeting on the fourth day and throughout 
the whole time there was an excellent spirit and much 
useful work accomplished. For those who were pre- 
sent had come to accomplish something. They were 
men for the most part engaged in the actual work of 
literature production and they sat round the table not 
to draw up resolutions which they would then leave 
someone else to carry out, but to grapple with problems 
that concern them in their daily work and to plan how 
to do certain things more effectively together. In 
other words it was a working conference. 


The minutes of this conference are to be printed 
in full in the July 1936 issue of The China Bookman. 
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We give here a brief outline of the main things that 
were accomplished .under the three main topics. 


A. Planning a Comprehensive, Coordinated Program 


At the beginning it was made clear that on one 
in this conference would desire to impose an agreed 
program which every participating agency would be 
asked to endorse. There must be entire liberty of 
action for everyone to publish what books they feel 
it right to publish. That freedom being accepted as 
axiomatic, various means were devised for making a 
real advance in the direction of a more adequate pro- 
gram. 


1. Consultants were chosen, specialists in various 
fields of literature who were asked to make their know- 
ledge and experience available for all who desire to 
get_more light on what is published in a particular 
field, where the gaps are and what are the most 
obvious needs for various classes of leaders. In each 
of fourteen sections of literature on our list there were 
named three or four persons who would give assistance 
to the editor of “The China Bookman,” to publishing 
agencies or to individuals who desired to consult them. 
These consultants will be asked to suggest books that 
are needed and to prepare, at least once a year, a 
short report dealing with their field of literature. 
The work they do will be of the utmost value to the 
Conference and will provide material for the inspira- 
tion and guidance of writers and producing agencies 
who chose to avail themselves of it. 


The names of these consultants are printed in 
The China Bookman for July. 


2. Classified Lists of Books. It was agreed that 
two types of lists are needed: (a) Comprehensive lists 
of all available books. A combined catalogue is be- 
ing prepared by the Christian Publishers Association; 
(b) Shorter selected lists for the general public and 
the average church worker. These shorter lists are 
to be published with annotations as to style, scope and 
contents that will be supplied by the publishers them- 
selves. They will be graded for different kinds of users. 
The editor of The China Bookman is asked to secure 
these lists and make them available. 


3. Standard Index Cards. The Conference recom- 
mended that the Dewey Decimal System be adopted 
and the Wong Four Corner Number be printed on all 
index cards. This system will prove a great help in 
giving standard information for every book as pub- 
lished in the future and is to be introduced after July 
1, 1936. 


4. Joint Publications, From time to time it has 
been possible for joint publications to be issued, such 
as the Union Bible and Hymns of Universal Praise. 
It was decided to approve of the value of joint action 
in undertaking certain types of publication in this way 
and to under take as a cooperative project a dictionary 
of Christian biography, the scheme for which Mr A. 


J. Garnier will prepare for presentation to the agencies 
interested. 


B. Enlistment and Cultivation of Writers 


A good discussion on this subject took place under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Y. T. Wu from which the 
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following general conclusions emergéd. There are two 
points that apply to the case of experienced and in- 
experienced writers alike, namely, the need for the 
right approach to stimulate and encourage them and 
the need for remuneration to help in practical ways. 
In addition there are two special difficulties that 

have to be overcome; in the case of experienced 
writers, their difficulty is time, they are too over- 
burdened; in the case of inexperienced writers, their 
need is for more training. The following points 
embody the findings of the Conference in regard to 
this question. 


1. Lectureships. In view of the great value 
that the institution of lectureships (such as the 
Bampton Lectures) have been in the West, it was 
decided to encourage the establishment of an annual 
or biennial course of lectures which it was thourht 
would help to raise the standard of scholarship and 
stimulate the production of good literature in China. 


2. Writers’ Fellowship. Two conferences of 
writers were held at Kuling, one in 1933 and the other 
in 1934. It was felt that younger and less experienced 
men would profit from the opportunity to meet in 
fellowship in this way. The Committee of the Writers’ 
Fellowship which had planned the previous meetings, 
met during this Conference, all three of them T. C. 
Chao, P. C. Hsu and Y. T. Wu) being present and made 
certain plans in the light of the discussion which were 
reported to the Conference. They desire to hold a 
national conference for Chinese Christian Writers 
July 1937 for two weeks, to provide fellowship for 
writers new and old, to study the needs and technique 
of literature production, to formulate projects and 
make plans for the holding of such conferences re- 
gionally, if possible. The Bulletin or Fellowship Notes 
will be restarted and Mr. Y. T. Wu has undertaken to 

act as editor. 

3. Timothy Richard Prize Essays. It was found 
that a considerable amount df good material had been 
sent in for these essays and that more should be 
done to make use of.the gifts of these writers. New 
writers are to be followed up and the material already 
in the hands of the Committee should be made use 
of. Several suggestions were made as to how this 
could be done. 


4. Remuneration of Writers. The practice of 
agencies varies but for the most part authors of Chris- 
tian books are doing their work without remuneration. 
The question was seriously raised as to whether a new 
practice should not be introduced to conform to the 
almost universally accepted principle ©. these days 
that books and magazine articles are paid for. 


5. Personal Life and Growth of Writers. Under 
what conditions will the best literature be produced? 
Some serious thought was given to this question and 
it was felt that in three ways those who produce 
Christian literature would have their work enriched, 
namely, by living in vital contact with people within 
the danger-zones of life, by cultivating the inner life 
of devotion and by keeping abreast of the movements 
of though through serious intellectual discipline. At 
the conclusion of this part of the agenda of the Con- 
ference, it was thought desirable to entrust the work 
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of following up these proposals and suggestions to a 


small committee to carry the whole subject a stage 
further as they have opportunity. Mr Y. T. Wu, Dr 
W. T. Chen and Rev. F. R. Millican were appointed 
for this purpose, with power to add to their numbers. 


C. The Distribution of Christian Literature in the 
Field 


The work of this section of the Conference fell 
under three main headings as follows: 


1. Developing direct sales to Chinese buyers. It was 
pointed out that the future success of our distribution 
of Christian literature depends on working not only 
through missionaries and Christian centers, but on 
getting direct contact with Chinese book-stores and 
encouraging the Chinese people, Christian and non 
Christian, to buy books for themselves. It was agreed 
that book-sellerr would handle anything if there is 
a good sale for it. It was possible to increase orders 
by mail by providing guarantees against loss. It was 
reported that the Chinese Government Post Office and 
some banks are handling the ordering of books as part 
of their business. 


2. Publicity and Advertising. A good deal of stress 
was laid upon the securing of book reviews by selec- 
ting a few of the best books and getting good reviews 
of them. It was thought possible to pick out one or 
two books of conspicuous merit each year and by a 
thorough-going campaign of publicity use these books 
for securing an entering wedge, to capture the atten- 
tion of the reading public of China. A proposal to 
that effect was made to the Presbyterian Prize Fund 
Committee for their consideration. 


The most effective form of advertising was thought 
by several to be the direct mail advertising of in- 
dividual books and the opinion was expressed that 


were larger than from other sources. 


It was agreed that a copy of all Christian publica- 
tions ought to be sent without exception to the National 
Central Library in Nanking and to the National 
Library in Peiping. A selection of books should be 
sent to the Life Publishing Company for inclusion in 
their catalogue and good use might also be made of 
the Post Office catalogue. 


3. Encouraging Habits of Reading. Good reports 
were received on the use of travelling libraries and 
there was evidence that in this way people read more, 
because these libraries contain new books and greater 
variety. Often they result in increased sales. It was 
urged that church synods and conferences should 
discuss the use of literature as an evangelistic agency, 
arranging exhibits of books and taking orders or sel- 
ling copies of the best books during church meetings. 
Church and mission authorities were asked to assign 
a proportion of their resources for encouraging the 
reading of Christian literature. 


The Future of Cooperation in Christian Literature 


Members of the Conference were of opinion that 
until this cooperative work gets well established, fairly 
frequent meetings of this Conference should take- 
place. It was therefore agreed unanimously to meet 
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again in the autumn of 1936. A small continuation 
committee was appointed to follow through the work 
of this Conference and prepare for the next one, con- 
sisting of the Chairman and Secretaries of the Con- 
ference, namely, Dr John Y. Lee, Rev. M. E. Terry 
and Rev. R. D. Rees, with power to coopt others. 


COMMISSION ON EDUCATION 


(China Christian Educational Association) 


The chief problem engaging the attention of the 
Educational Association during the current year is 
that of the religious life and activities in the Christian 
middle schools and colleges. Due to a number of 
factors, the proportion of Christian students has been 
decreasing, and the religious programs have been, in 
a number of cases, disorganized. The schools, work- 
ing through the Association, are earnestly grappling 
with this problem. < 


. Middle School Teams 


The Association has taken the initative in four 
provinces in bringing together the various agencies 
which have secretaries visiting Christian middle 
schools in connection with religious work, including 
Church Youth Workers, YMCA, YWCA and Student 
Movement secretaries, and secretaries of the National 
Committee for Christian Religious Education, and the 
Educational Association. Pastors and other repre- 
sentatives of the church have been included in several 
cases. These secretaries have cooperated in teams for 
visitation of middle schools, with the main object of 
holding conferences with faculties and interviews 
with Christian faculty members, with a view to streng- 
thening the program of religious activities and the 
participation of each Christian teacher. The second. 
object has been student evangelism. These teams have 
met with a good response. They have spent from one 
to three days on each campus. Thus far 70 out of 
the 250 Christian middle schools have been visited, 
which means that the Association has been grappling 
with this problem on a large scale. There have been 
many requests for return visits, and plans are being 
made for a continuation of this work during the com- 
ing year. 


Religious Life in the Christian Colleges 


The Council of Higher Education has spent con- 
siderable time at the last three annual meetings in 
considering the religious life in the several colleges. 
It has sponsored a thoroughgoing report, a thousand 
copies of which have been printed and distributed. 
A special committee has been appointed, which is 
meeting regularly twice a year. The secretary has 
visited three campuses in this connection, and has 
other similar trips scheduled. The Christian colleges 
are making real progress in this regard, in spite of 
all difficulties. Particular emphasis is being placed by 
the committee on problems connected with elective 
courses in the curriculum dealing with religion and 
philosophy of life. The experience is that when 
courses are student-centered and ably taught, and the 


students are given an opportunity to elect them, a 1 


large number of students do so. Thus in one large 
institution during the semester just closing 36% of 
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the entire student body have elected courses in relig- 
jon, and in another 22%. 


Christian Students going to Government 
Universities 


There has been a tendency during the last few 
years for an increasing number of students from the 
Christian constituency to attend the excellent govern- 
ment and private universities and middle schools now 
available. This increases the religious problem for 
the Christian schools where a diminishing proportion 
of the students are Christians or have a Christian 
background. On the other hand, it presents an ap- 
portunity and a challenge. For example, in one of 
the large national universities a group of Christian 
students and faculty members has recently and spon- 
taneously established a Christian religious service on 
Sundays. 


General Secretary 


Dr. Hoh Yam Tong, Professor of Educatior of 
Lingnan University, on leave, and Principal of True 
Light Middle School in Canton, has accepted the in- 
vitation of the China Christian Educational Association 
to become its General Secretary, with special respon- 
sibility for secondary education. Dr. Hoh has had a 
wide experience, and took his doctorate at Columbia 
University in the field of secondary school administra- 
tion. During the coming year he will give a limited 
amount of time to the work of the Association, begin- 
ning his full time service in the summer of 1937. 


Regional Educational Associations 


The Educational Association consists of a central 
national organization, with affiliated regional associa- 
tions. With one exception, the earlier regional as- 
sociations either went out of existence or very greatly 
limited their activities for a period of years. These 
are now being reorganized on an effective basis. The 
chief requirement for efficiency is a full time secretary 
who shall be able to do field work in visitation of 
schools. The East China Association has had such a 
secretary since 1922. The North China Association 
was reorganized and a secretary called in 1934. The 
Fukien Association has just called a full time sec- 
retary, in cooperation with the Student Movement. In 
Kwangtung and Central China the reorganization of 
regional associations was completed during the year 
1935, and a certain number of activities are being 
carried on. The securing of full time secretaries is 
being considered. The Association in West China con- 
tinues dead. 


Church and School Relationships 


The consitutions of a large portion of Christian 
middle schools, colleges and universities provide for 
boards of directors with a majority elected by church 
bodies. A recent study indicates that in several cases, 
although representatives of church bodies are in the 
majority, the leadership, including the chairmanship 
of the board, is in the hands of coopted members or 
those chosen by the alumni. The striking thing about 
it is that in certain outstanding instances these co- 
opted members were also leading laymen in the 
churches. The church bodies, however, had largely 
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elected persons employed in churches or schools, 
pastars, secretaries, and middle school principals. 
Many of these are excellent and useful members of 
the board, but this study raises a definite question as 
to whether the church bodies would not be wise in 
electing members on such boards to include laymen 
of outstanding reputation and ability, in addition to 
persons employed by the churches or other Christian 
institutions. Another factor of great importance is 
continuity. It takes more than one year to master 
the affairs of a university. When a director of out- 
standing ability has been secured he should be con- 
tinued on the beard for a long period of years. 


THE HOME 


(Some New Developments for the Home Work under the 
Leadership of the Corresponding Secretaries 
of the Home Committee) 


1. Interdenominational Women’s Union of Nanking 
and The Interdenominational Committee of Tientsin 


There is quite a widely diffused interest of the 
Christian women in Nanking in the Home Movement, 
but there has been no means through which they might 
exchange their experiences and get their plans cor- 
related. Mrs. J. T. Illick saw this need and took the 
initiative in getting the Interdenominational Women’s 
Union organized in Jan. 1936. Through this new 
organization a three days Conference for Christian 
women leaders was called from Feb. 25-27. It gave 
a new insight and strength to those who are interested 
in the Christianizing the Home movement, specially 
the mothers who joined the Mothers’ Club and helped 
them to take further steps in their work and plans. 
It also became a means through which the Christian 
women in Nanking could coordinate their work and 


plans with the New Life Move t of Women in 
Nanking. * 


A similar organization was organized for the same 
purpose in Tientsin under the lead of Miss Ortha M. 
Lane, but it is not limited to the women’s side only. 
It is named the Interdenominational Committee of 
Tientsin. Miss Lane is the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, which plans to have an interdenominational 
conference on the home September 14-23, 1936. Pas- 
tors, pastors’ wives, Bible women and volunteer 
workers are invited to attend. 


2. Rural Home Work in North and East China 


Parent Education Classes, preparation of youth 
for marriage, mothers’ clubs, classes for maternity 
welfare, Christianizing the home week campaign, clean 
homes campaign, home week in the schools, religious 
education in the home, home Sunday and home new 
year evangelism, all have been ccnducted and put into 
practice in Changli through the effort of Miss Irma 
Highbaugh. Her experiences in the rural homes work 
have been spread to the provinces of Shantung, Shansi, 
Honan and Hopei through her Chairmanship of the 
Home Committee of the North China Christian Rural 
Service Union. The annual meeting of this Committee 
was held for five days from March 16-21 in Paoting, 
Hopei. There were 45 people attending this meeting 
of whome two thirds were women, representing five 


12 


| 
\ | 
1 
— 
= —— 
J 


Wednesday, June 17, 1936 


denominations, four provinces, and thirteen different 
cities. Sixteen of the 45 were missionaries. Miss 
Highbaugh also wrote two pamphlets on the home: 
“What are Christian Standards for Establishing a 
Home,” and “What should be the Attitude of Christians 
toward Their Children,” prepared for the use of 
parents club or parent education classes as text books. 


In Kiangsu Province a program covering five 
months for adult education in rural areas has just 
been completed by the leadership of Miss Nina M 
Stallings of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
The work included two city Church workers’ insti- 
tutes, four village welfare schools, two town wel- 
fare schools and a rural training school. The pro- 
gram of the village welfare school has four emphases 
of a week each, always beginning with the home. 
They are the Home Week, Health Week, Farm Week 
and Religion. The main emphasis has been on char- 
acter study; from fifty to one hundred and forty have 
joined these classes, ages from twelve to sixty-two. 
Lantern slides have been used very effectively in 
teaching characters, also for pictures on the themes 
presented. The singing period was always popular 
and the evening devotions led by a local church mem- 
ber were nearly always a period of real worship. 
Health Week included clinics by their best doctors 
and many physical examinations revealed appalling 
health conditions in the village. Worms, malaria and 
trachoma were most prevalent. 


3. One-Year Plan for Home Work of Canton Synod 
of the Church of Christ in China 


Through Mrs. A. J. Fisher we learn that a one- 
year plan for the Home work has been very well 
worked out by the Women’s Department of the Canton 
Synod of the Church of Christ in China. It gives a 
definite guide to their local Church’s program for the 
Home work. Their main emphases are three—to en- 
courage every Christian home: to establish family 
worship, to attend Sunday schools and to promote 
“The Home for Christ.” Organization of parents’ class 
by local churches has been emphasized and a leaders’ 
training class has been conducted to prepare those 
who may help their own churches to conduct parents’ 
classes. They have been taught in the training class 
to know and to use the discussion method and ways 
to put into practice. The subjects studied include 
child character training, religious education in the 
home, family worghip, home management, home 
economics, etc. Their plan for the whole year is 
arranged as follows: 


January: Dedication of children, organization of 


parent education classes, preparation for the Week of 
Evangelism 


February: Visitation of their neighbors or rela- 
tives who attended the Week of Evangelism to help 
them in the work. 


for training in training group to make plans for 


young people’s worship program. 
April: Have a special program for children’s 


Sunday which may be held either on the Sunday before , 


Children’s Day (April 4th) or after that day. 


May: Have a toy exhibit for children and give 
prizes to the children who make the best toys. 


June: Help the work of DVBS (Church Vacation 
Bible School). 


July and August: Have a children’s party out of 
doors emphasizing games. 


September: Help the parents to get children to 


have proper place to raise aximals and plant flowers; 


to have exhibition of slogan: and voters for family 
worship, and other materials. 


October: Observe Home Sunday in the last week 
of October. 


November: Put emphasis on the practical side in 
the home, such as practical sanitation, recreation, 
home management, proper clothes and how to make 
them, getting rid of bad habits, etc. 


December: Help the children in the home to make 
preparation for observance of Christmas by means of 


presents, programs, etc. 


Dates of Meetings : 


JULY 


1-12 Ministers Training Conference. (NCCRE 
and China Association of Theological 
Seminaries). 

1-30 Training school for supervisors of co- 

operatives (University of Nanking). 
Joint Student Conferences by YMCA and 
YMCA in Shantung, Shansi, Shensi, Honan, 
Szechwan, Kuling, Amoy, Camp Conferences 
for Boys (3-11) and Girls (12-23) in East 
China Senior High Schools at Fenghwa, 
Che, (YMCA, YWCA). Camps at Kuliang, 
Hongkong and Canton. 


Second National Conference, National 
Child Welfare Association, Tsingtao. 


15-29 Church Conference, Kuling (CHSKH). 


21-31 Secretaries of City Associations, Tien Mo 
Shan, Cho. (YMCA). Rural Folk School, 
Ta Chang, Ku. (YWCA). 


AUGUST 
1-31 Evangelistic Conferences, Kuling. 


4-11 Oxford Group Conference, Kuling. 


13-27 New Secretaries Training Conference, 
Shanghai (YWCA), 


21-29 No. Fukien Student Officers Training In- 
| stitution, Kuliang (YMCA). 


23-26 Executive Committee, Student Christian 
Movement, Shanghai. 

23-Sept. 4 Worlds Student Christian Federation 
Pacific Area, at Mills College, Calif. 


March: Every member of this Women’s Service OCTOBER 
Union should guide at least one inquirer, to make 30-Nov. 2 NCCRE, Soochow. 
friends with them or visit their homes; pay special NOVEMBER 
attention to the young people in the home to give 4-6 Executive . Committee NCC Shanphai 
them religious education and lead them to be Chris- - Phird Conference on Christian Literature. 
tians; help ministers or people who are responsible Christian Publishers Association. 
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